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Finally, it is critical to remember 

that the end of the Iraq War does not 
mean we are a Nation at peace. The 
war in Afghanistan lingers on, vio-
lently and senselessly, still under-
mining our national security and 
weakening our country. We must, Mr. 
Speaker, move more quickly than ever 
to end that conflict. 

It is time to bring our troops home, 
all of our troops, safely home, now. 

f 

ADMINISTRATIVE OVER- 
REGULATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, it’s an 
honor to follow my friend and col-
league from California who’s retiring 
at the end of the Congress, which is an-
other year. Even though we disagree 
probably too many times to count, no 
one questions her passion and her com-
mitment, and her moral consciousness 
of doing the right thing. So give me a 
chance to publicly state that, and I 
look forward to serving with you in the 
final year together. 

Mr. Speaker, I come to the floor to 
read a letter from a businessman in 
southwestern Illinois who is closing up 
the business. 

But even more timely than that was 
a Wall Street Journal editorial today. I 
mean, I was bringing the letter down 
anyway, so then I decided, looking at 
the Wall Street Journal editorial. And 
it’s titled, ‘‘Regulation For Dummies.’’ 
The White House says its rulemaking 
isn’t costly or unusual. The evidence 
shows otherwise. 

First paragraph. ‘‘The White House is 
on the political offensive, and one of its 
chief claims is that it isn’t the over- 
regulator of business and Republican 
lore. This line has been picked up by an 
impressionable columnist, so it’s a 
good time to consider the evidence in 
some detail.’’ So they go through the 
analysis. 

It ends up by saying the evidence is 
so overwhelming that the Obama regu-
latory surge is one reason the current 
economic recovery has been so lack-
luster by historical standards. Rather 
than nurture an economy trying to re-
build confidence after the financial 
heart attack, the administration 
pushed through its now famous blitz of 
liberal policies on health care, finan-
cial services, energy, housing, edu-
cation, and student loans, telecom, 
labor relations, transportation, and 
probably some other industries we’ve 
forgotten. Anyone who thinks this has 
only minimal impact on business has 
never been in business. 

Now, the column was dated December 
14. This letter was dated December 7. 

‘‘You are the finest customer that we 
have served or you are one of the finest 
professionals that have served these 
customers. 

‘‘After 61 years, of which 58 were 
wonderful years in the construction 
business and having been associated 

with the greatest of people, it’s with 
much sadness and disappointment that 
we have to announce that we will be 
closing December 31, 2011. 

‘‘You all know that we served the 
private sector. We’ve enjoyed working 
with industry, aviation, and all private 
businesses and entrepreneurs. We al-
ways felt that you were the pulse of 
the whole USA. It’s sad to say that, 
through no fault of yours, that this 
pulse has slowed to a level that can no 
longer sustain the quality of service we 
have always felt obligated and more 
desired to provide. 

‘‘Our government is wonderful in 
that it provides for our common de-
fense, our highway infrastructures and 
a few other worthy endeavors. How-
ever, they are, in fact an expense, an 
expense that we should enjoy funding. 
Though when they lose sight of the 
true fact that we in the private enter-
prise pay the bills and do not support 
an environment in which we can flour-
ish with the fruits of our hard work, 
the funding will soon cease to exist. 

‘‘Government cannot produce rev-
enue or prosperity, but they, like us, 
could enjoy both if they look at them-
selves as any other hired service orga-
nization that has to be worth the 
money they are getting paid. That’s 
the way all of us have to operate and 
what gives us pride in what we do. 

‘‘God bless you. Thank you. And we 
pray that we all find American leader-
ship to restore the pulse and pressure 
of the great private sector and the 
American Entrepreneur again. You are 
the Heartbeat of America. Again, God 
bless you.’’ 

And so, these two written, one col-
umn, one letter, occurring simulta-
neously almost, highlighting the point 
that it is this regulatory regime 
pushed on by the executive branch that 
is, if not outright destroying jobs, it’s 
making it very difficult for jobs to 
flourish. That’s why in the bill last 
night we moved the Keystone XL pipe-
line, connected with the Boiler MACT. 
That’s why we’ve done some other bills 
to, at least legislatively, put barriers 
into the excesses of the regulatory re-
gime here from the executive branch. 

Mr. Speaker, I think this was timely 
to come down to the floor and share 
this letter, and I thank you for the 
time. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 12 
noon today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 58 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 12 noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Gracious God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

You have blessed us with all good 
gifts, and with thankful hearts we ex-
press our gratitude. You have created 
us with opportunities to serve other 
people in their need, to share together 
in respect and affection, and to be 
faithful in the responsibilities we have 
been given. 

We wish to acknowledge before You, 
O God, the sacrifice of so many Amer-
ican men and women and many allies 
during many years of our commit-
ments in Iraq. We thank them, and 
You, for their service and ask for Your 
continued blessing upon them as they 
now live into a future more secure be-
cause of their efforts. 

In this moment of prayer, please 
grant to the Members of this people’s 
House the gifts of wisdom and discern-
ment, that in their words and actions 
they will do justice, love with mercy, 
and walk humbly with You. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. GRAVES) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 2845. An act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to provide for enhanced safety 
and environmental protection in pipeline 
transportation, to provide for enhanced reli-
ability in the transportation of the Nation’s 
energy products by pipeline, and for other 
purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with amendments in 
which the concurrence of the House is 
requested, a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title: 

H.R. 2867. An act to reauthorize the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998, and 
for other purposes. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side. 

f 

KEYSTONE WILL PRODUCE JOBS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday the President an-
nounced he will veto the payroll tax 
extension bill passed by House Repub-
licans due to the inclusion of the Key-
stone pipeline construction. The Presi-
dent campaigns for jobs, but will sadly 
veto a jobs bill. 

This fall, I was fortunate to visit Al-
berta, Canada, and witnessed firsthand 
the environmental safeguards to de-
velop Canadian oil sands. The construc-
tion of this environmentally advanced 
pipeline will create at least 120,000 new 
American jobs without costing tax-
payers a dime and will stimulate our 
economy. 

Walter C. Jones in The Augusta 
Chronicle reports that refined oil prod-
ucts with no pipeline will be denied to 
South Carolinians at a north Augusta 
terminal. With a record unemployment 
rate of over 8 percent for 34 months and 
over 13 million Americans looking for 
jobs, it is very sad the President would 
veto legislation creating jobs. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

PRESERVING UASI CAPABILITY 
GAINS CAUCUS 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, as a 
member of the Committee on Home-
land Security, I rise to express my con-
cern about the direction of the Urban 
Area Security Initiative program. 

UASI was created to develop capa-
bilities to prevent and to respond to at-
tacks and catastrophes in our most 
vulnerable cities. The program has 
helped develop joint initiatives among 
local governments in my community of 
Buffalo-Niagara. We have an obligation 
to protect this investment and the ca-
pability gains developed across the 
country. Yet recent drastic cuts in the 
UASI funding have resulted in the 
elimination of 32 of the 64 urban areas 
from the program. That puts the pre-
paredness and security capability gains 
we’ve achieved at risk. 

In order to raise awareness of this 
problem, this week I formed the Pre-
serving UASI Capability Gains Caucus 
with Congressman STEVE STIVERS of 
Columbus, Ohio. I also introduced leg-
islation to preserve the capability 
gains achieved by communities like 
Buffalo that were dropped from the 
UASI program. 

I urge my colleagues who represent 
UASI communities to join our caucus 

so that we can protect our capability 
gains and ensure our communities are 
properly secured. 

f 

THE PEOPLE WORRY ABOUT BIG 
GOVERNMENT 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, some 
Americans worry about big labor; oth-
ers worry about big business. But what 
really scares most Americans is the 
massive Federal Government snooping 
around, meddling and controlling every 
aspect of people’s lives. 

According to a Gallup Poll released 
this week, the overwhelming majority, 
64 percent, of those surveyed think 
that Big Government will be the big-
gest threat to the country in the fu-
ture. It’s worth noting that about half 
of those people who participated were 
Democrats that agreed that Big Gov-
ernment is the problem. No surprise. 
When I meet with my neighbors in 
southeast Texas, their message for the 
Federal Government is clear: back off. 
Stop saddling expensive, job-killing, 
and unnecessary regulations on busi-
nesses. 

The mere phrase, I’m from the Fed-
eral Government and I’m here to help 
you, brings fear and trepidation into 
the hearts and souls of small business 
owners and individuals throughout the 
fruited plain. After all, the Constitu-
tion says we the people are to control 
government, not the other way around. 
Government should not run roughshod 
over our personal liberty. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

MIDDLE CLASS TAX RELIEF AND 
JOB CREATION ACT 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, during this season of giving, 
when our Nation should be reflecting 
on the needs of our friends and neigh-
bors who are out of work struggling to 
provide for their loved ones, this Cham-
ber yesterday voted to cut unemploy-
ment benefits for 1 million of our fel-
low Americans. 

The House majority’s bill would 
eliminate several tiers of benefits cre-
ated under the Emergency Unemploy-
ment Compensation program, which 
has provided up to 99 weeks of support 
for those who lost their jobs through 
no fault of their own. 

If this legislation becomes law, the 
maximum potential unemployment 
benefit will fall by 40 weeks. This legis-
lation would also allow States, many of 
which are struggling to balance their 
budgets, to reduce the average weekly 
amount available to beneficiaries. With 
over 8 percent unemployment, I’m 
strongly opposed to any reduction in 
emergency unemployment insurance. 

I am a proud supporter, though, of 
moving the XL pipeline project forward 

and supported it in separate legisla-
tion. The XL pipeline makes both en-
ergy and economic sense for our coun-
try, and I hope the administration will 
find a way to allow the construction to 
commence in some States while still 
revisiting the route in Nebraska. 

I urge my colleagues to stand in sup-
port of the over 13 million Americans 
looking for work this holiday season 
and pass a clean extension of the unem-
ployment insurance program. 

f 

KEYSTONE PIPELINE 
(Mr. GRAVES of Georgia asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to give thanks today to my 
House colleagues, who yesterday, in bi-
partisan fashion, moved to start con-
struction on the Keystone XL pipeline, 
because this is truly a shovel-ready 
project that will provide good jobs and 
secure energy for Americans. 

The Keystone pipeline will create 
nearly 100,000 private sector jobs once 
completed—20,000 of those jobs gen-
erated just to construct the pipeline, 
with 50 companies in Georgia bene-
fiting from this. And once it’s finished, 
this pipeline will pump 700,000 gallons 
of crude oil a day from our friend and 
neighbor, Canada, a good, reliable, and 
secure supply of oil. 

The environmental impact state-
ments have been completed and the 
path for the pipeline has been deter-
mined. The only thing standing in the 
way is politics. President Obama has 
postponed his decision on whether the 
private sector can build this pipeline 
until after the next election. If it’s 
good enough after the election, surely 
it’s good enough today. 

Good jobs. Secure energy. No cost to 
the taxpayers. It’s a no-brainer. 

f 

MAJORITY RISKING TAX CUTS 
(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 
the majority unwisely gambled with 
the economic security of the middle 
class. They voted on legislation that 
was designed to fail, fully knowing 
that it will be dead on arrival in the 
Senate and vetoed by the President. 

By tieing the extension of the payroll 
tax to controversial and unrelated poli-
cies, the majority is playing a dan-
gerous game that could result in tax 
hikes for 160 million workers. More-
over, by attaching the Medicare doc fix 
to the same divisive policy, they have 
endangered seniors’ access to their doc-
tors. 

We must support a clean extension of 
the payroll tax holiday and the unem-
ployment insurance that is not paid for 
through increased health care costs for 
seniors or at the expense of public 
health. If we fail to pass a clean exten-
sion of the payroll tax holiday or un-
employment benefits, the average 
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